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KHIMA Student Ambassador Application

Dear Student,
Thank you for your interest in the KHIMA NextGen Student Ambassador Program!

NextGen was created to connect outstanding HIM students across Kentucky with the professional
community and provide opportunities to network, grow, and develop as future HIM professionals and
leaders.

The program will run from October 2026 through the KHIMA Annual Conference in April 2027. Selected
ambassadors will participate in one virtual event each month and attend the KHIMA Annual Conference
in April.

We are looking for students who demonstrate strong academic performance, a commitment to a future
career in HIM, an ability to work well with others, a dynamic and engaging personality, and a genuine
desire to grow professionally.

Through the application process, we want to learn more about you — your academic accomplishments,
your professional goals, why you chose HIM, and what you hope to bring to KHIMA NextGen.

Professional involvement can open doors that extend far beyond the classroom. The connections you
make as a student can become future mentors, colleagues, employers, and friends. You don't have to

wait until graduation to begin building your professional network.

If you're excited about your future in HIM and ready to take the next step in your professional journey,
we encourage you to apply!

| look forward to learning more about you.
Sincerely,
Jessica L. Hess, DHA, MPA, RHIA, CPHIMS

Student Engagement Committee Chair

KHIMA NextGen
Connect. Learn. Grow. Lead.
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Eligibility Criteria & Instructions
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Eligibility Criteria
Students must meet the following criteria in order to be eligible for the KHIMA Student

Ambassador Program:

= Students must be enrolled in a HIM/HIT-related program at a Kentucky school or online program. The
student must be enrolled at the time of application and during the annual meeting dates. Students
who graduate prior to the annual meeting are ineligible.

= Students must be AHIMA members who have declared Kentucky as their Component Association
Students must be in good academic standing.

= Students must be available for the entire KHIMA Meeting in April 2027.

U

= Students must have good communication skills, the ability to multi-task, organization skills, and be
highly motivated.

Instructions

Students must complete the application process by doing the following:

= Students must complete the online Student Ambassador Program application in it's entirety by 11:59
p.m. EST on September 20, 2026. Applications submitted after the deadline and incomplete
applications will not be considered. Go To Application

= Students are required to upload a current transcript in the online application.

= Students must provide the names and contact information of two people who will complete
recommendation letters on behalf of the student. One of the people provided must be a HIM/HIT
faculty member from the program in which the student is enrolled. The second person can either
be a current or former employer, a member from a professional association that the student has been
involved in, or a second faculty member. Letters from clergy, family members, and friends will not be
accepted.

= Students will provide the names and contact information of the people who will provide the letters of
recommendation in the online application. KHIMA will contact the individuals listed and will provide
instructions for completion and submission of the letters to those individuals.

= Letters of recommendation must also be received by the application deadline. Students should keep
that in mind and provide their contacts with sufficient time to complete and submit the letters.

= As part of the online application, students must provide an essay (1,000 words or less) of why they
would like to participate in the program.
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Student Expectations

If selected students are expected and required to:

=

=

Uy 4 u U

Provide a business/professional looking head shot that can be used in program materials

Serve as a representative of your program and KHIMA

Attend one virtual session per month from October — March

Be present and available during the entire meeting in April 2027

Be willing to learn and grow as a professional

Have a positive attitude and be willing to assist with any task needed before and during the meeting

Have good communication skills, the ability to multi-task, be organized, and motivated

Student Benefits

=

U

Students will be provided with free annual meeting registration. Students will be able to attend the
student track during the meeting.

Participation in the program will provide the student with excellent networking opportunities, and
exposure to KHIMA business functions.

Students will be recognized as Ambassadors during the annual meeting.
Resume development.

Administrative and communication-related skill-set development.

Application Review

=

Students who are accepted into the Student Ambassador Program will be notified via email
by September 30, 2026.

Applications will be reviewed by active members of the Student Engagement Committee. Student
members on the committee will not review applications. As such, student members of the Student
Engagement Committee are permitted to apply to the program.

The Student Engagement Committee will select up to eight student ambassadors.

If there are any questions, students may contact Heather Tudor, Co-Chair of the Student
Engagement Committee at studentengagement@khima.org.

Link to application: https://www.khima.org/student-ambassador-application/
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